
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Favourite Walks from Stirk House 
 

 

We have chosen three walks starting directly from Stirk House,  
encompassing the wonderful Ribble Valley.  Walks range in  

distance and terrain but all take in the wonderful scenery the  
Ribble Valley has to offer.  We hope you enjoy them. 

 

 

 

Stirk House, Gisburn, Clitheroe,  
Lancashire, BB7 4LJ 

 

Tel: 01200 445581 
 

www.stirkhouse.co.uk  /  reservations@stirkhouse.co.uk 

 

The Countryside Code 

Respect. Protect. Enjoy. 

Respect other people 
 Consider the local community and other people enjoying 

the outdoors 

 

 Leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths 
unless wider access is available 

Protect the natural environment  
 Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 
 

 Keep dogs under effective control 

Enjoy the Outdoors 

 Plan ahead and be prepared 

 Follow advice and local signs 



 

Stirk House-  Circular Walk Directions 
  

* Leave Stirk House by the front entrance at the end of the drive and turn left along the side of the A59 
 towards Gisburn Village. 
* After 200 yards take the second entry into “Home Farm” sign posted “Public Footpath”. Follow the Tarmac 
road past the buildings on your left (Which are now offices) and immediately after leaving the farm area, 
leave the Tarmac Road and follow the fence on your left, all the way up to the Railway fence. Turn right 
along the railway fence and then cross over the Railway at the first bridge. 
* On entering the field immediately after crossing the bridge, proceed straight ahead over the brow of the 
hill and down the steep slope towards the hedge at the bottom. (About 150 yards ) 

* You have now joined “The Ribble Way”.  Turn right along the Ribble Way towards Gisburn following the 
Ribble Way markers until you come to the public road leading from Gisburn. (About 1/2 mile)  
* Turn left along the road leading away from Gisburn up the hill, then down to the River and across the 
bridge and up the other side and then on past the Hunt Kennels (on your right) to a sharp “Right Angle” 
corner in the road by the entrance to Park House Farm. (About 1 mile) 

* Walk down the farm drive and cross the stile on the right just by the Farm entrance and follow the Public 
Footpath signs which then lead to Fooden Hall Farm. 
 

From Fooden Hall, there are two options to take leading to Bolton-by-Bowland. 
* Left for the scenic route round by the River, passing Bolton Hall Farm then on to Bolton Park leading to 
the beautiful village of Bolton-by-Bowland. 
 
* The other way is across the fields towards Cow House Hill. Over the stile on to the road then turn left 
along the road, down the hill into Bolton-by-Bowland.  
 
* Walk through the village to the Coach and Horses which serves good food and quality ales etc. 
The footpath to Sawley starts at the end of the village just over the bridge down a Tarmac road on your left  
towards the farm in the distance. Just before you reach the farm, cross over the stone stile to the right and 
then follow the Footpath signs all the way to Sawley. 
When you reach Sawley, turn left and cross the bridge over the River and the Spread Eagle is here to your 
right for good food and refreshing drinks. 
 
* From the Spread Eagle, head back towards the river across the sharp corner of the road and follow the 
river “Up-Stream” along the road. After a couple of hundred yards, find the Ribble Way, which is on your 
right through a gate. Follow the signs for the Ribble Way, up the long hill and through the middle of the 
“Long Farm Yard”  all the way to the top then continue along the Ribble Way to “Huggan Ing”. 
 The path now encounters a series of stiles and bears right towards Gisburn Coates Hall. Carry on along the 
road over the railway; turn left to Gisburn Coates, then left and back over the Railway again towards 
 Long Holme Row. 
* Continue to follow the Ribble Way down the very steep steps down to the river, turning right at the River 
Bank and then along the river, up-stream towards Gisburn. The path leaves the river bank and rises up the 
side of the valley getting closer to the Railway, which you may see on your right further up the side of the 
valley. 
 
* Just before an isolated Barn part way along the valley side, you pass through a gate on your right into a 
field and turn left where the Ribble Way follows the line of the hedge past the Barn. About 100 yards after 
the Barn which will be on your left, you will reach the point by the trees along the hedge where you first 
joined the Ribble Way from the Railway Bridge at the beginning of the circuit part of the walk. 
* At this point, turn immediate right and climb the hill back to the bridge, then over the railway. After the 
bridge, turn immediately right along the fence round the field back to Home Farm and back to the A59.  
* On reaching the A59, turn right and walk the 200 yards to the entrance to Stirk House . 

 

 
A Walk in the Ribble Valley Countryside 

 

Nature Trail of Grounds—Easy Access & Walking—Approximately 1 mile  
(Tramper Available upon prior arrangement) 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

 

Woodland 
 
 

Nature Area 

 

Footpath 
 

Fence 

Wander Far and 

Railway 

KEY 

Hotel 

Drive 

A59 

Nature Hide 

 

 

  

 

23

22 

6 

5 

25 

26 

29 

28 27 

20 

24



 
 

A WALK IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Follow the Nature Trail and spot the following….. 
 

1) Herbacious Informal Flower Border 
2) Ox Eye Daisy Patch 
3) Bowland Meadow, Wildflower Strip 
4) The Orchard 
5) Bee & Insect House 
6) The Buddleia Garden 
7) New Forest Plantation 
8) Big Wood 
9) Bird Hide—sit a while and watch the wildlife in ‘secret’ 
10) Dead Tree 
11) Small Bird Boxes 
12) Tawny Owl Box 
13) Kestrel Box 
14) Sika Deer  
15) Bottom Meadow/Raptor Perches/Hare Fields 
16) Small Wood  
17) Tawny Owls  
18) Buttery Food Patch  
19) Tracks  
20) Young Wood & Vole Habitat  
21) Mature Hedgerow 
22) Chestnut Plantation 
23) Wetland Wild Flower Border 
 

 Follow the path along the bottom of the field then through the gap in the Hedge and then all around the “Loop”  
 up to the Willow Trees which we planted within a boggy area of a sunken Pond.   Follow the path all the way  
 round and back down to the Pond and Wooden Shelter area beside the Bottom Car-park.  
 

24) The Pond & Wooden Shelter 
25) The Lawn Area & Country Garden Borders 
26) The Open Aspect Border 
27) The Elevated Shrub Garden 
28) The Welcome Garden 
29) The Patio Planters 

Welcome to a “Walk in the Ribble Valley Countryside” here at Stirk House. 
This has been designed and created by our gardener, Michael Harrison, in conjunction with Chris  
Dobson, our Head Chef, who takes a lead role in our sustainability strategy. 
 

Over recent years Michael has embarked upon the development of a “Unique” garden project  
specifically taking into account the area of the Ribble Valley itself and the variety the region has to offer, alongside a 
commitment to extend Stirk House’s sustainability principles into the gardens and grounds to create a haven for a 
whole host of wildlife – trees, plants, flowers, insects and mammals, each with its own needs. To help achieve this long 
term aim, Michael has worked in partnership with the “The World Owl Trust” creating suitable habitats for a variety of 
Owl species, which now inhabit our land and the Bowland AONB, regarding planting and plant varieties. 
 

There are many different gardens and borders with varying styles and aspects for you to see and,  
hopefully, appreciate the planning that Michael has put into each one,  
and collectively the whole of the 16 acres of Landscape. 

 
You have now completed the Nature Trail. We hope you have enjoyed it.   

Come again and see what changes have occurred since your last visit.   
We love to share the magic of the Stirk House Project with you. 

Stirk House Circular 
 

Approximately 11 miles (5-6 hours) (With an option for an alternative path) 
 

Varied walking; ‘Off Road’ and Public Footpaths.  Good Walking Shoes or Boots recommended 

 



 
Stirk House Round Directions 

 

 

 
The Stirk House Round 

 

Approximately 2.5 miles (1 Hour, 30 Minutes) 
 

Mixed Terrain with one very steep section by River.  Good Walking Shoes or Boots 
recommended.  Please take extreme care on the steep section.  

 
* Leave the Hotel Car Park through the stone pillars and cross the stile in the hedge immediately 
on your right. 
 
* Follow the path with the fence on your left (due West) up and over the rise for about 3/4 mile, 
until you come to the Bridge over the Railway. 
 
* Cross over the Bridge and keeping the fence on your left, head up to the farm and through the 
gate at the entrance to the farm.  Go through the farmyard onto the rough road, keeping the 
farmhouse on your left, then down a slight slope in the road then up a little rise and join the 
“Ribble Way” at that point. Cross the stile into the field to the right then continue from here 
following the Ribble Way Footpath. 
 
* Following the “Ribble Way” with the fence on your left in a “North West” direction  which 
takes you to a sharp turn and a stile to the “North East”, which leads you to a very steep 
stepped path down through the woods to the River Ribble  
(This steep descent must be taken with care!) 
 
* Turn right (up-stream) at the bottom of the steps (which gives you a beautiful setting by this 
lovely river) and follow the bank of the River along the Ribble Way, which then moves away 
from the river up to the right, rising up the side of the valley. 
 
* Follow the Ribble Way until you see an isolated Barn. The Ribble Way passes through a gate 
about 100 yards before the Barn then proceeds left along the side of the hedge into the 
 distance.  Our walk leaves the Ribble Way at this point and turns sharp right up the field along 
the side of the hedge to the Railway fence at the top of the rise. 
 
* Turn left at the Railway fence and follow it until you meet the bridge over the Railway. 
(Spectacular views back over the River Valley at this point!) 
 
* Cross over the railway, then turn immediately right along the fence by the railway, turn left 
along the fence straight ahead (which actually runs along the side of our land) then follow the 
fence all the way around the field back to Home Farm and join the A59. 
 
* Turn right to follow the A59 for about 200 yards back into Stirk House drive and grounds. 
  


